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Taking the Carter statement as a 
whole, we cannot help but wonder if the 
President who prepared it is the same 
man who at the onset of his administra- 
tion urged that U.S. foreign aid approp- 
riations be doubled; who in 1977 signed 
legislation opposing aid to countries 
showing a consistent pattern of human 
rights violations; and who at the same 
time instructed that funds be channeled 
primarily to projects serving basic human 
needs. 

In the future, are these programs to 
be viewed primarily as instruments for 
pursuing the Cold War and our own 
commercial interests? We hope not. a 


Basic Human Needs Agreement .. . 


(continued from page 17) 

depends upon the strength of the recently 
created International Development Coop- 
eration Agency (IDCA). Originally pro- 
posed two years ago as a cabinet level 
agency with responsibility for coordinat- 
ing and integrating development policy 
into US. foreign policy, IDCA’s authority 
was reduced to sub-cabinet status after a 
bureaucratic “turf” battle with Treasury. 
The result is that IDCA exercises only 
advisory powers in the formulation of 
policy relating to the World Bank and 
other regional, multilateral development 
banks and the responsibility for other 
developmental programs continues to be 
fragmented between IDCA and AID, 


State, Treasury and Agriculture. IDCA’s 
current role has been characterized as 
“coordination without authority” which 
mean that there is still no single voice 
within the U.S. government on develop- 
ment policy. Unitl IDCA is accorded 
sufficient authority, developmental objec- 
tives will not receive the priority they 
deserve nor will the BHNA realize its 
full potential. The U.S. government itself 
should signal its “commitment” to ending 
poverty and hunger by reorganizing its 
bureaucratic machinery to reflect the 
importance of that goal. e 


Kevin Brown is the director of the Food Policy 
Center. 
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